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STATEMENT OF POLICY 


It appears to us that there is a growing tendency among 
General Contractors fo usurp the traditional functions of in- 
dependent Architects and Consulting Engineers. This “Pack- 
age Builder” approach does not, in our opinion, serve the best 
interests of the client. We do, however, actively solicit the 
opportunity of meeting with an Owner and his Architect 
before working drawings and full specifications are completed. 
We feel that in this manner we can provide a valuable service to the Owner 
without infringement upon the role of the Architect. The concept in which we 
firmly believe is that of the Owner-Architect-Builder team. We shall continue 


to strive to execute, with the utmost precision of which we are capable, plans 


provided to us by Architects. 


Rommel-McFerran Company firmly believes in, and uses, the Critical Path Method 
of construction scheduling. We feel this to be the most accurate tool yet devised 
fo assure maximum coordination between the various construction trades and to 
permit the completion of a project in the minimum practicable time. Inquiries 


regarding the application of Critical Path scheduling are solicited. 


ROMMEL-McFERRAN COMPANY 


INCORPORATED 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
LOUISVILLE 13, KENTUCKY 
4504 Poplar Level Road 451-4141 
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NO MATTER WHERE HE IS... 


Bogen Pagemaster puts a 
telephone in his pocket! 


In today's complex business world, 
an employer must rely on the advice 
of his key personnel—department 
heads and other executives. 


But what happens when the man you 
want isn't at his desk? 


That’s when you rely on Pagemaster! 
A push of a button is all it takes. 
Instantly, no matter where he is— 
indoors, outdoors or in his car—you 
will reach him. He can be within a 
mile radius and under many circum- 
stances, he can be reached even 
further away. The “featherweight” 
receiver in his pocket begins a gen- 
tle but persistent series of beeps. 
Seconds later, he’s on the phone, 
giving you the information you want. 


For a free demonstration of the 
Pagemaster, call: 00 0-0000. 


TECHNICAL SERVICE CORP. 
2618 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, Kentucky, 40208 

Call (502) 636-1496 
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scription cost of $4.00 each year or 50 cents 
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THE KENTUCKY ARCHITECT ... publishes significant expressions 
of the use and control of space 


General Electric central air conditioning and heating 


Comfort at the touch of a finger 
— summer or winter — makes 
any structure more attractive, 
more valuable. 

And with General Electric’s 
wide range of integral cooling 
systems and heating equip- 
ment it’s easy to select just the 
right units to perform the job 
most effectively. 

Here are some of the out- 
standing advantages of a Gen- 
eral Electric central cooling 


and heating system: 

è Quiet comfort; windows 
never need to be opened 

@ Removes dust, dirt and pol- 
len to provide a healthier 
atmosphere 

@ Increases value of structure 
è Safe, efficient operation 

@ Easy to install 

e Increases employee effi- 
ciency in stores, offices and 
factories 


GENERAL @@ ELECTRIC 


SOUTH CENTRAL DISTRICT + CALL 451-9611 * ASK FOR CONTRACT SALES 


ENGINEERING AND MANUFACTURING 
A PASSENGER AND FREIGHT - ELECTRIC AND HYDRAULIC 
A DUMBWAITERS - RESIDENCE ELEVATORS 
INSTALLATION - MODERNIZATION — REPAIRS - MAINTENANCE - 
INSPECTION 


ARMOR MACHINES For Sales Or Service 


K. M. WHITE CONTROLS 361-1111 
ELEVATOR ELECTRIC HYDRAULICS 


If No Answer 368-1671 


3707 NOBEL COURT LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


McKINNEY 
DRILLING COMPANY 


CAISSON 
DRILLING AND FOUNDATION 
CONSTRUCTION 


Underreamed Piers Core Drilling 
Caissons Soil Sampling 


Shafts Blast Holes 


8011 Ashbottom Rd. Phone 366-1069 


Louisville, Kentucky 


SUPERIOR 


ACCESSORIES FOR 
CONCRETE constructiON julia ibe)s: 
Call us for Design and Technical 


Service .. . 587-8821 
1044 E. Chestnut Louisville, Ky. 


ARCHITECTS, AWARE! 


A From the drawing board to 

ANI A completion, we can help plan color- 

coordination, fixtures, and features that 

preserve the architectural 

integrity of your structure, accent its 

® a aA 7 NE N beauty, and add to the pleasure 
of its occupants. Our expert decorators 

are at your beck and call 

—with no obligation. 


ICH BROS. 
& WELLENDORFF 


642 South Fourth Street, Louisville. 582-2695 


EIGHTEEN DAY 

EUROPEAN TOUR 
ANNOUNCED FOR 
URBAN PLANNERS 


A stimulating 18-day tour of Eu- 
rope for urban planners featuring 
highlights of both professional inter- 
est and personal pleasure in England 
Sweden and Finland, has been an- 
nounced by Alitalia Airlines. The 
trip will begin on the evening of May 
17th with a get-acquainted reception 
at New York’s Kennedy Airport prior 
to jet take-off for London. The cost 
of this professional study program is 
$849 and the price includes first class 
hotel accommodations with two meals 
daily, all incidental expenses of tech- 
nical visits, sightseeing and transfers 
by private bus. An optional 5-day 
extension to Leningrad is also offered 
at the conclusion of the study tour. 

Harlow “New Town” in England, 
noted for its vast scope and land 
usage, will be visited, along with the 
highly-rated Alton Estates and the 
imaginative Bethnal Green Housing 
Development. Representatives and 
planners of the London County Coun- 
cil and the town of Harlow will ac- 
company the group on the profes- 
sional visits, 

Gothenburg's Kortedala suburb 
and the city’s port development com- 
prise part of the Swedish program 
which will also include the well- 
known and admired Vallingby and 
Farsta satellites of Stockholm, and 
the recently finished Five Sisters re- 
newal project in the capital’s center. 
An example of private initiative in 
urban renewal will be explored at the 
“Cepheus Block”, located in Stock- 
holm’s Old City which dates back 700 
years to the 13th century. 

Finland’s privately developed Tapi- 
ola Garden City will be the subject of 
a close study of the economic, social 
and planning problems which the 
Finns hope to have resolved. Subject 
to final confirmation, a meeting is 
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scheduled with Alvar Aalto to discuss 
his plans for a revitalized Helsinki 
Town Center. 

Time is judiciously allotted be- 
tween professional visits, meetings 
with foreign planners, architects and 
others, and suggested sightseeing and 
exploring on one’s own. The tour, 
limited to 40, is a logical outgrowth of 
two previous architectural study tours 
which won high praise from partici- 
pants. Full information and the pro- 
gram itinerary are available by mail 
from James V. Branciforti, Profes- 
sional Programs, ALITALIA Airlines, 
666 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
10019. 


Se ES! 
GINOCCHIO, PECK AND ROLFE 
LICENSED BY 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

The Kentucky State Board of Ex- 
aminers and Registration of Archi- 
tects met in Lexington, January 6 
through 8. New architects licensed by 
examination at the meeting are Mar- 
tin Ginocchio, of Lexington; Don 
Owen Peck, of Paducah; and George 
Richard Rolfe, of Louisville. 

The Board also passed the follow- 
ing resolution: From now on all ap- 
plicants for licensing by written ex- 
amination must appear at the State 
Board meeting immediately follow- 
ing the submission of their applica- 
tion for a personal interview with 
the board. This interview plus the 
applicant’s qualifications as stated in 
his application will form the basis for 
the Board’s evaluation of his eligibil- 
ity to take the written examination 
at the next meeting of the State 
Board. Applications must be sub- 
mitted a minimum of ninety days 
prior to the board’s meeting for the 


applicant to be scheduled for an 
(Continued on page 13/ 


CUT STONE FABRICATORS 
SPECIALISTS IN 
INDIANA LIMESTONE 


SAM WARREN 
& SON 


STONE CO. 


822 SOUTH 24TH STREET 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 40211 
PHONE 772-3012 
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LUMBER CO. 


WHOLESALE and RETAIL 


The Best from the | 
WEST and the SOUTH 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 


® 


LAMINATED PLASTIC 
“THERE ARE NO LOWER PRICES”’ 


MElrose 5-5261 


1540 S. 9th St. Louisville 8, Ky. 


TO CREATE THE LIGHTING EFFECTS REQUIRED 
FOR MODERN DESIGN IN ARCHITECTURE 


SPECIFICATION FLUORESCENT FIXTURES 
MADE IN KENTUCKY 


MANUFACTURERS OF LIGHTING FIXTURES 
FOR OVER 36 YEARS 


PHONE 587-6094 


LOUISVILLE LAMP CO., INC. 


LOUISVILLE, KY., 40203 


724 W. BRECKINRIDGE ST. 


For Over 30 Years Serving Architects 
And The Construction Industry With 
QUALITY READY-MIX CONCRETE 


Colonial Supply Company 
NRMCA 


NATIONAL 
READY MIXED 
CONCRETE 
ASSOCIATION 


636-1321 Louisville, Kentucky 


K.A.C.E. C.E.C. 
LEGGETT & IRVAN 


Consulting Engineers 
Civil ond Structural 


1434 Forbes Road Dial 252-3566 
Lexington, Kentucky 40505 


Hummel, 
George, & Klelne-Kracht, Inc. 


Consulting Engineers 
Design—Supervision—Consul tation 


on 
Structures and Foundations 
3825 Bardstown Rd. Louisville 


GENERAL 
CONTRACTORS 


COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 
INSTITUTIONAL 


COMPLETE REMODELING 
ALTERATIONS 
ADDITIONS 


MAGUIRE 


COMPANY 
INC. 


Gerber 
Avenue 
368-2828 
Louisville, 
Ky. 


E. R. RONALD & ASSOCIATES 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
543 South Third Street 


Louisville, Kentucky 


CONSTRUCTION 


12 KENTUCKY 
COMMUNITIES 
GET 

CODES GRANTS 


Frankfort — Ray Eaton, Director 
of the Division of Planning in the 
Kentucky Department of Commerce, 
has been notified that a Federal ur- 
ban planning grant to assist 12 Ken- 
tucky communities with building and 
housing codes programs has been ap- 
proved. 

The matching grant will pay two- 
thirds of the total cost of $31,711. 
The remainder will be paid by the 
communities and the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. 

This is the first program in the 
nation of its type under the Urban 
Planning Assistance Program. The 
codes program will include advisory 
services, codes review and prepara- 
tion, a systematic compliance pro- 
gram, and education and training 
activities. 

The program includes Bardstown, 
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woop MOULD FACE BRICK 


Spaa i 


-DISTINCTIVE FACE BRICK af -Regal Glazed » Royal Grays, 
jickerstafl Hand Mold Light-Medjum_-bi 


MATCHING FACE BRICK AU Kinds 


Campbellsville, Cave City, Edmonton, 
Frankfort, Greensburg, Harrodsburg, 
Horse Cave, Junction City, Liberty, 
Springfield, and Stanford. The De- 
partment of Commerce will start 
service to the cities as contracts based 
on local participation are executed. 
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DAVID SMITH EXHIBIT 


The exhibition is a large one and is 
being circulated by the Museum of 
Modern Art. 

An exhibition of drawings by David 
Smith is scheduled to extend through 
March 7th at the J.B. Speed Museum, 

David Smith must be counted as 
one of the foremost American sculp- 
tors of the twentieth century. He 
occupies a unique position, rivaled 
probably only by Alexander Calder. 
He was the first to establish the now 
popular technique of forging sculp- 
ture directly in metal. 

The exhibition is a retrospective 
one covering the period from 1952 to 
1963. It treats David Smith as a 
draftsman rather than a sculptor. 


Try us f 


K.A.C.E. G.E.G. 
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4 E. Chestnut, Louisville, Ky. 


wr Serving the Architect and his Client 
for the Interior with 
Products and appointments, 
Contemporary and Traditional 


(rniou 


LOUISVILLE 2, KY. / MAIN STREET NEAR FOURTH / 583-2716 
A FABULOUS COLLECTION OF FURNITURE ... FABRICS ... FLOOR COVERINGS . .. AND OBJECTS D'A! 
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Odell Speaks To 

Secondary School Principals 
On Common Interests 

In Physical Environment 


Arthur Gould Odell, Jr. recently 
addressed the Forty-ninth Annual 
Convention of the National Associa- 
tion of Secondary School Principals. 
The following remarks are excerpts 
from this speech: 


. . Most of you here tonight, are 
educators. I am here to represent 
the architects of the United States. 
Neither you nor I is an expert in the 
field of the other. However, we share 
common interests. For one thing, we 
are both professionals. This means, 
or should mean, that we are inter- 
ested in more than ourselves; as pro- 
fessionals, we have a duty to serve 
our communities to the best of our 
abilities. 

Second, we have an inseparable in- 
terest in the design and construction 
of schoolhouses which will not only 
house but encourage and enhance the 
learning process. Third, and this is 
the burden of my talk here tonight, 
we have a common and vital interest 
in the physical environment of our 
communities. 

Education, like business and art, is 
blighted by ugliness. Ugliness is ruin- 
ously expensive. It depresses the 
human spirit as surely as it flattens 
the community pocketbook. We may 
be the first nation in history whose 
citizens have taught themselves not 
to see. Yet, as a nation, we are strong 
and powerful and rich. We have de- 
veloped a technology which is the 
wonder of the world. We pay enor- 
mous attention to the design of our 
clothing, our silverware, our automo- 
biles, and — reasonably often — our 
buildings. Yet we live with our hand- 
home possessions in our few beautiful 
buildings in towns and cities of 

(Continued on page 14) 
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WELDWOOD” 


PLYWOOD FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL INSTALLATIONS 


ALGOMA MADE WELDWOOD DOORS 


CUSTOM TAILORED FOR EVERY OPENING 


UNITED STATES PLYWOOD CORP. 


358 FARMINGTON AVENUE 635-2675 


WORLD'S LARGEST 
PLYWOOD ORGANIZATION 


ALUMINUM & GLASS WORK STORE FRONTS- 


OF DISTINCTION. COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
IF YOU WANT THE BEST MIRRORS 


TRY US. 


D 


SMITH J "BALE 


w 


GLASS COMPANY, INC. 
318 W. BRECKENRIDGE 


583-3803 LOUISVILLE 3, KY. 


ER-CLARK MATERIAL SALES 
7 MENTELLE PK. + LEXINGTON, KY. 


LET 


Westinghouse 


HELP YOU TO “BLOCK IN” 
A FRESH FOCAL POINT FOR MODERN LIVING 


“Nothing sells a home design like the appeal of modern kitchen appliances appro- 
priately set in an imaginative world of convenience living.” 


Westinghouse Brings You 


A world of split level cooking surfaces, Magic Mirror Oven Doors, Built-In Laundry 
Centers, Sanitized Dishwashing and Silent Food Waste Disposers. Your imagination 
can turn these thought provoking innovations into a wonderland kitchen that becomes 
a focal point in your design. 


TAFEL ELECTRIC 
333 E. Brandeis Street 
636-1381 

Louisville, Kentucky 


A Kentucky Product... at U of K 
walls of durable beauty 


Wall coverings by Laminating Services, Inc. of Louis- 
ville were chosen for many of the outstanding buildings, 
new and old, at the University of Kentucky. These cover- 
ings combine striking beauty and great durability .. . 
at reasonable prices. 

For example, Pliant Wood Random Walnut, a Ken- 
tucky wood cut from Kentucky trees, was selected for 
the handsome Trustees’ Board Room. Pliant Wood is 
genuine wood veneer with fabric backing. Over 50 veneers 
are available in matched or random grade, for areas 
where warmth and elegance are requisite. 

The choice for the new Student Center Lounge was 
Vin-L-Fab “22”, the ultimate in heavy-duty wall coverings. 
This tough, all-viny! material is one of Laminating Services 
many weights, textures, and colors to answer almost any 
wall covering requirement. Vin-L-Fab is easy to apply, 
easy to clean, easy to admire. 

Other fine wall coverings from Laminating Services 
include WoVan and Vin-L-Suede. Ask your architect or 
interior designer. 


L5/ LAMINATING SERVICES, inc 


4700 Robards Lane Louisville, Ky. 40218 


The Kentucky Architect 


February 1965 


ENGINEERING COLLEGE 
TO GET 
ADDITION AT UK 


GOAL 

The University of Kentucky Engi- 
neering College is due for a new 
addition. The new building will 
house a library, classrooms and lec- 
ture rooms, a civil engineering labo- 
ratory, and departments of chemical 
and electrical engineering. 


Architects 
Brock, Johnson and Romanowitz 
Lexington, Kentucky 


ELEVATED WALKWAY 


COLLEGE OF COMMERCE 
BUILDING 


MAJOR APPROACH 


MC VEY HALL 


NEW 
ADDITION 


An older, built-up portion of the 
campus is the site for the building. 
Already in the area are many two or 
three-story structures of varied de- 
sign but of similar character—most 
of them brick buildings with cut 
stone trim. The Campus Develop- 
ment Plan calls for higher density 
use of this area, and recommends a 
structure which will serve as a land- 
mark, and be seen from other parts 
of the campus. 


Campus Plan 


EXISTING PARKING AREA | 


FUTURE 
BUILDING 


a í Ss 
N existing |court 


MAJOR 
APPROACH 


North Elevation 


Section A-A 


AIR CONDITIONING EQUIP 


LIBRARY 


| 
EXISTING CLASSROOMS CLASSROOMS, 


OFFICES 


Ground Floor Plan 


TESTING CHAMBER 


SERVICE 
AREA 
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First Floor Plan 


Second Floor Plan 
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SOLUTION 

The designers of this solution feel 
that the tower design fulfills the in- 
creased needs of the Engineering 
College, does so without destroying 
the character of the site, and is in 
harmony with the campus develop- 
ment plan. 

To provide for circulation, an ar- 
cade has been included in order to 


L 


T 
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EXISTING 


preserve a major walkway around 
the southwest corner of an already 
existing building. 

Circulation inside of the building 
is greatest on the second floor—be- 
tween classrooms in the existing 
building and the new classrooms in 
the addition. 

The ground floor will house chemi- 
cal and civil engineering labs and 


BUILDING 


heavy equipment to be permanently 
installed. Administrative offices will 
be on the first floor, and the second 
and third floors will provide for lec- 
ture rooms, classrooms, and a li- 
brary. The Department of Engineer- 
ing will spread over the remaining 
four top floors. 

In general, there is a flexibility for 
the partitioning of all spaces except 


those on the ground floor. The need 
for interior partition flexibility plus 
a general similarity of the resulting 
spaces, resulted in a repetitive facade 
pattern. 

The exterior stair tower was the 
outgrowth of the Kentucky Fire Code 
which does not permit interior stairs 
in buildings with educational occu- 
pancies. 
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Third Floor Plan 


Fourth Floor Plan 
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JEANNE DAVERN GUEST 
SPEAKER AT LIVELY WEST 
KENTUCKY CHAPTER MEETING 


During the third week of January, 
Jeanne Davern, Managing Editor of 
the Architectural Record, came to 
Kentucky to speak at the West Ken- 
tucky Chapter Meeting of the A.LA., 
and at a University of Kentucky 
School of Architecture Convocation. 

At the West Kentucky Chapter 
meeting, she spoke about the three 
ways that editors see architects—as 
readers, as contributors, and as “im- 
portant people getting more impor- 
tant all the time.” 

Miss Davern said that as readers, 
architects are conscientious practi- 
tioners pressed by the demands of 
their work—who try to keep up with 
new developments and have too little 
time to read and absorb all of the 
information that they receive. As 
contributors, they are sources of in- 
formation for other architects. 

The fact that they are “. . .becom- 
ing more important people all the 
time” she attributes to a vast new 
interest in the total environment. 
Briefly, she mentioned the dramatic 
impact of Urban Renewal which is 
partly responsible for the ordinary 
citizen’s new attitude that he might 
have something to do with his en- 
vironment. 

Somewhere in this, the man in the 
street begins to relate the architect 
vaguely to the solution to his prob- 
lem. This new importance is not 
necessarily reflected in the form of a 
commission, however. Instead, she 
sees it in the opportunity and need 
for architects to become critics— 
carrying on a continuous dialogue 
with the public. The aishitects must 
begin the dialogue. They should ac- 
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REINFORCING STEEL 
Fabricated to Meet Specifications 
For information & technical service 


Call us — 587-8821 


1044 E. Chestnut 


quire new political skills, and they 
should work harder to communicate 
with their clients—in terms that they 
will understand, instead of in the 
terms of the profession. 

The question and answer session 
that followed Miss Davern’s speech 
was one of the liveliest that the 
West Kentucky Chapter has had in 
some time. 

Gerald Baron told Miss Davern 
that he thought that the Architec- 
tural Record should publish more 
criticism, that it should take a stand 
more often on the positive or nega- 
tive elements in the buildings that it 
features. 

In answering Mr. Baron, Miss 
Davern said that the Record doesn’t 
want to publish only the trends in 
architecture, that the Record exerts 
a tremendous critical policy before 
ever selecting the buildings that it 
uses for publication, and that .she 
feels that architects are aware of 
shortcomings in buildings and that 
they don’t have to have failures 
pointed out to them. She also ques- 
tioned the merit of taking a mediocre 
building and destroying it with 
criticism. 

Jasper Ward commended the 
Architectural Record’s policy of pre- 
senting buildings graphically instead 
of through wordy descriptions. Her 
reply was that the Record’s staff 
was under the impression that archi- 
tects don’t like to read, that they 
like to look at pictures. She did say 
that she has heard more requests for 
stories and criticism lately, however, 
and she wonders if there is a new 
trend, if architects really do want 
more words. 

In replying to a question on the 
sources of information for buildings 
featured in the Record, she men- 
tioned—buildings discovered by the 
Record’s staff of 21 field editors, plus 
information sent in by architects 
about their projects. 

Lewis J. Halblieb asked which 


MEMBERS 


Louisville, Ky. 


source the greatest amount of fea- 
tures come from—and she disclosed 
that it was obviously from the edi- 
tor’s searches since they don’t go out 
after anything unless they know that 
they want it and want to use it 
‘ventually. 

When asked by Henry Thoben 
what she thought of the architect’s 
ability to communicate outside of his 
profession, she replied that architects 
are more important than the general 
public will ever realize. The fact 
that the public doesn't realize this 
importance she blames on the archi- 
tects, who don’t try to communicate 
with the public in understandable 
terms. She briefly mentioned pro- 
grams of great community value 
carried on by New York architects 
that the public knows nothing about 
because the architects fail to inform 
them. In contrast, she mentioned a 
state of the city brochure which re- 
vealed a N.Y. chapter’s views on vari- 
ous aspects of city life. This bro- 
chure received wide acceptance and 
was referred to in several national 
publications, including Fortune. 

Toward the end of the session, 
Jasper Ward questioned whether she 
thinks that the directions of the last 
5 to 10 years in architecture will con- 
tinue or if a new direction will assert 
itself. Her opinion was that “the 
period of experimentation and the 
new freedom” are coming to an end, 
and that architecture is now becom- 
ing absorbed in continuity or unity. 
Buildings can no longer be isolated 
monuments, but instead there must 
be a unity of buildings in time and 
place. 
ea i 
interview. Further information on 
these new policies may be obtained 
by writing Mr. Charles P. Graves, 
Secretary, State Board of Examiners 
and Registration of Architects, Reyn- 
olds Building, University of Ken- 
tucky, Lexington, Kentucky. 

June 30 through July 2, 1965, will 
be the date of the next regular State 
Board meeting. The Board, which 
meets regularly during January, 
July, and October, will give the next 
written examination from June 28 to 
July 2, 1965. 
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artist—draftsman 


or architect... 
see this most 
amazing... 


DRAWINGBOARD 
AND WORKTABLE 


This amazing table can 
be folded and moved 
out of the way. The 
board can be easily 
shifted to any angle. . . 
even perpendicular! 
From this position a 

full grown man can 
hang from the top edge 
and it will not tip over. 
It took the world 
renowned Swiss Artisans 
to produce such balance. 
Visit the Fetter 
Blueprint Company 
soon... if you desire, 


uy 


Fetter will send a car for you . . . just phone 587-7326. 
Start the New Year with a really unique drawing board. 


Seller Luehuil Co: 


Subsidiary of Geo. G. Fetter Co. 


315-317 West Jefferson Street 


festering ugliness. 

If you want to examine this prem- 
ise, go back to your community and 
look around you. Regardless of where 
you come from and unless you are 
one of the very few exceptions, you 
will find the same things. 

When you enter the city, you are 
greeted by rows of billboards, quick- 
lunch signs, junkyards, beat-up 
motels, and rundown housing. Over- 
head wires form ugly patterns against 
the sky. If you hit the rush hour, 
you find bumper-to-bumper traffic 
coming your way as the daytime 
population evacuates the community 
for the night. Downtown, you find a 
few new buildings surrounded by 
acres of gray areas. Rundown busi- 
ness structures with peeling fronts 
surround the business center. Store 
signs of all sizes and shapes scream 
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for attention. 

Instead of parks for people, you 
find parking lots for cars ... Aside 
from the city hall and the little park 
in front of it, the historic landmarks 
that tie the community to its heritage 
are unkempt and sometimes even 
unknown, The trees and grass which 
once graced and softened the city are 
gone. They have given way, we are 
told, to “progress.” If concrete and 
asphalt are synonomous, this is, of 
course, true. 

But progress, to educators and 
architects, is something quite differ- 
ent. I think you will agree that we 
have made real progress in the de- 
sign of school buildings. A genera- 
tion ago we were still fighting the 
public attitude that a schoolhouse 
should either be a rude country shel- 
ter or an urban stone monument with 
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Gothic trappings. What went on in- 
side it was not considered as impor- 
tant. Today, enormous amounts of 
talent and energy are being exerted 
to define the educational needs of our 
new society and to design structures 
that will help teachers to teach and 
students to learn. 

If anyone had suggested twenty 
years ago that it might be a good 
idea to place wall-to-wall carpeting 
in schoolrooms, he might well have 
been run out of town on a rail. He 
might still be, in some areas. But 
here in Florida, the educators, archi- 
tects, and interested citizens of Dade 
County are coming to the interesting 
conclusion that carpeting might just 
save money over the long haul and 
that it has real advantages in the 
control of sound transmission. The 
same parallel might be made with 
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respect to air conditioning. Many 
communities are finding that a con- 
trollable year-round climate can aid 
the learning process. Some are also 
finding that it may save money both 
immediately and in the future by 
permitting the design of compact 
schools with shorter wall perimeters 
and with full and flexible use of in- 
terior space. Architects who design 
schools are still searching for ways to 
give you school rooms which allow 
control over images and sound and 
line-of-sight, and which enable stu- 
dents to see pictures clearly and take 
notes at the same time. 

This experimentation is necessary 
to progress. If we fight against it, 
we slide backwards. 
overly enamored with new ideas, just 
because they are new, we err on the 


If we become 


other side. I am sure you are familiar 
with both problems. As educators, 
many of you have struggled all the 
time against people both inside and 
outside your schools who either fight 
innovations in design or embrace 
them uncritically. What you are 
really fighting, of course, is lack of 
knowledge, the inability to make in- 
telligent judgments based on good in- 
formation — in a word, ignorance. 

This condition of ignorance acts as 
a brake on progress in schoolhouse 
design. It not only affects what 
schools will look like and how they 
will function, but where they will be 
located. School sites can only be re- 
served on a long-term basis by com- 
munities which have master plans of 
future land use. Many do not. As 
you know, the word “planning” is in 
some communities associated with 
Communism, the Devil, and Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

We do not make business decisions 
without plans and we do not build 
buildings without plans. But we con- 
tinue to build and rebuild our towns 
and cities without plans. We neglect 
and abandon and ultimately replace 
the good things we have. We ignore 
the basic principles of good design in 
everything from highways and shop- 
ping streets to traffic signs and street 
lights, 

Why are we in this position today? 
Can it be that we have lost our 
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esthetic sensitivity? Even primitive 
men who lived in caves showed an 
interest in beauty, as we know from 
their paintings and tools. The an- 
cient people of Ur and Athens rec- 
ognized and created beauty in their 
towns and cities. This I think is an 
important point: Good urban design 
— the architecture of towns and 
cities — is part of the heritage of 
America. It is not alien to our cul- 
ture. Baroque concepts borrowed 
from the European Renaissance were 
the inspiration for the design of 
Annapolis, Williamsburg, and Wash- 
ington, to name a few examples .. . 

. . . Somehow, we lost a great deal 
of our early knowledge; we have 
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neglected our heritage. One of my 
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of the century, we will have to dupli- 
cate every structure in this nation to 
house our expanding population and 
replace wornout structures and 


neighborhoods. We are, in effect, 


r building a second America. Second, 
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of government are now making a be- 
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munity. It is a small beginning. 
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It is self-evident, I think, that this 
dream is doomed to oblivion unless 
there is competent and continuing 
public education in the history and 
appreciation of architecture and ur- 
ban design. This great task, I sub- 
mit, is up to you. We will help you, 
but, in the end, the full promise of 
the great society lies in the school- 
house. 

In this nation at various times, one 
profession or another has tended to 
dominate. At our earliest beginnings, 
it was the clergy who kept the flock 
together and gave us spiritual leader- 
ship. Later, the lawyers worked out 
the political framework which cre- 
ated a nation out of a confederation 
of colonies. Still later, the engineer, 
backed by the financier, gave us 
transportation and communication 
systems and a new technology. 

Today, we have bridged our physi- 
cal boundaries. Our problem is not 
to develop a technology, but to con- 
trol it. Medical advances have made 
millions of people survive both the 
diseases of childhood and the impair- 
ments of age. The great majority of 
our people and our riches are con- 
centrated in our urban areas. We are 
beginning to re-build them all across 
the land. 

I submit that the principal domes- 
tic problems we face today are prob- 
lems of education and environmental 
design. I submit that the educators 
and architects of America share the 
greatest responsibility that has ever 
been thrust upon them or any other 
professions. I suggest that we make 
plans at the earliest opportunity to 
work together in a common effort 
to insure that future generations of 
Americans will live in great com- 
munities worthy of our heritage and 
aspirations. 

It is going to be a monumental job, 
but it can be done .. 


Draftsmen Wanted 

Lexington office of established 
architect wants architectural drafts- 
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ability. Phone Lexington — 252-4330 
or 277-1310. 
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Precast Concrete = Versatility 


GOOD NEWS 
DD Plans To Manufacture Heavier 
Precast-Prestressed Bridge Sections 


Where there is bridge construction there is news — 
usually good news for everyone. Good news at this time in- 
cludes future plans of Dolt and Dew, Inc. Dolt and Dew 
is actively engaged in heavier bridge section manufacturing 
as a result of the ever increasing success of bridges con- 
structed with precast-prestressed bridge sections. 

Concrete’s prominent position as a bridge-building mate- 
rial results from its well-fortified reputation for beauty and 
economy, low maintenance cost and long life. Precast and 
prestressed bridges incorporate all these advantages. Suc- 


CABLE INSERTION IN BOX SECTION FORM 


BOX SECTION BRIDGE, 
FERN VALLEY RD., LOUISVILLE 


cessful designs are assured with precasting-prestressing 
methods, methods which permit accurate pre-determination 
of the strength and appearance of the bridge. 

Knowledge of past experience and future needs are 
really made to count when these factors are applied with the 
preciseness possible by modern precasting-prestressing meth- 
ods. 

Dolt and Dew, just to give examples, recently have pro- 
vided 26 bridges for the Metropolitan Sewer District of Louis- 
ville and Jefferson County — both box and |-sections. l- 
sections 63 feet long recently were installed in a bridge in 
Floyd County, Indiana. 

Construction time is expedited by a minimum of three 
weeks when precast-prestressed sections are specified — the 
bridge can support the traffic load in 24 hours or less in most 
instances. Some bridges are set within two hours. Dolt and 
Dew also are manufacturing bridge sections for private pro- 
jects. 

Specify precast-prestressed bridge sections — Let Dolt 
and Dew precast concrete solve your problem. 
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